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STEPAN i, BANDERA AND TEE 1951 "URRATNIAN SPATE"

Petro Yarovyy.

On 30 June 19%1. the Uxraizfag fascist and Hitler's professional spy,
" Stepan A. Bandera (accord:ag to his Gsrman appeilation, “"Comsul II"); pro-
claimed in L*vov, ther cccupled bty the Germans, the resurre':_‘fon of the "~ ': ] : .
Ukrainien State in Westera Ukraine. The seme day a goverament vas formed | B ' o
under the desigraiica of ths “"Staza chermenz" with Yar ‘sle.v Stets ko, T s C7
Btmdere. s depubty. as premier . =

S. A. Bandar= sppeared on the Ukrainisn poLU'lcaA horizon in June 193%, 5 . N
vien, as leader of tte}CUN (Orgeniza<ion of Urainian Natiomalists) in West~ ° :
ern Ukraine, he gava the order %o kill the Polish Minister of the Interior, t
- ’ ;Peracki. It is worth ncting that, although the perpetrator of the act, Grigoriy
S : .,‘Na.tseyko, had pot been arrested, the Polish police kad immsdiately in iza"
. " ' possession sufficisnt data %0° ‘start a case against the leaders-of the OUN, with
: - Bandera at the head of the list, This indicates that the evidence and data . o
. bearing on the revoluicnary and terroristic activities of the OUN had not been ~ - W
- recelved from the murdersr but. from some othzr sourre, : - <8

. -

The courageous deporiment of the: 23~yen.r-old Bandera du.rix\g the trial in , )
Wersaw in 1935 gave him s halo of beroism and gede him the hero of ‘the Ukrainian - ' ’ ; .
nationalists in the Wastern Ukraine and among the emigres. Bandera beha.'ed at | él

the time like & fmf‘cL ’revom ionary nat.anal.is... ' . : -

Bovever, mary changes. tock p‘ve durl.':e the lntervenmg 16 vears. T, ) - S
In 1940, when the Germans occupled Warsaw, Bandera was released and '

assuzed e role cf greater scope, no longer on an cblast scale, but as one of
the principal lsaders of the OUR, which already existed on German territory.
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As %1 well jmown, Ccl Andrey Mel'nix /in Ukrainian, Andriy Mel'nyk] hed
replaced Col E. Fonovaleis, chief leader of the OUN, who wes killed by a
. Bolshevik agent, Valyukh. in Rotterdam in 1933. Thus, in his struggle for
domination within the OUN, Bacdera came face to face with Mel'nik from the start.

= It was then thet a new facei of Bandcra's pers ity was ravealed -- not
‘that of a revolutionary, even of a fascist type, but a provocateur and Hitler
* agent. .

The German cccupabion forces at the time needed egents and informers who
Were conversant with cozditioas ir Pola.nd and could help the Hitlerite in-
vaders. Tbey could find 2o betier men £or the job than Bandera and his tollawers.

Bandera 'proceeded with greet eal %o carry out Hitler's assignments, under
. {the guidance of a mar vhc was at oace dne of the chief directors of Hitler's spy.
X I system, a prominens leader of the OUN, and -- as became known only in 1945 -- an
g ’ ’ important Soviet sge=t. Eis same was Rike*Yary. He vas an extremely odd indi-
[ "vidual, completely unknown ©o non-Ukrainian readers but he played a prominent
. ‘" role im-the Ukxrainiar national movement. I shall have to write asbout him
©d -separately at some other bime. - .

b . * While working urder tThe direcsion cf Riko Yary and 'c.rying to streagthen
P, . .his position among the Gérmar inveders, Bandera launched the campaign which
b . vas to make him master of The CUN. To achieve this, he fourd it necessary, first,
. N " to compromise the old leedzsrzhip Leaded by Mel'nik, His firsy act vas to prefer
2 charges egainst the "Poi<ish and Sovisy spi=s” allegedly ensconced in the Main
Administration of the OUN. Ysrcslav-Baranovskiy, accused of "Polish espionage"
. von the basis of documerSs allegedly found in Polish archives by Riko Yary, was
8. - ’ the first viciim of thbe campaign. Next came Col M. Stsiborskly and squadron
: leader 0,4 enik-Gribovsld.y, who vere accused of havins "conmections with Soviet

agents.,”

vt d Bandera produced 1o proof of ary k.nd ¥hat bad been publiahed ‘on the
’ : .subject appeared obv*oualy unsatisfactory, even to the mmn. However, no one
demanded proof. .Bandera's mester, Ire Gestapo, on one hand, and the Soviet
sgency in the person of Riko Yary, on ithe other, gave bim & free hand. A simple
R - ‘denunciation to the Gzstapc was sufficilent to cause persons objectionable to
T . Bandera to be arrested and liquidated 3T his order. This was the case, for in-
) . . 'stance, with Turasi,.oblast leedsr of Zhe QUN in Western Ukraire, who kad come’
to occup:ed. Poldnd to csfabb sh conpections with the Main Administration cf the

OUN.

) At the same time. Bawlera worked feverishly to get hold of the leadership
of the Ukrainian-naticnalist underground organizations,’ crea‘ed in 1939 for the,
struggle against the 301 sheviks dur_ng the Soviet occn.patic::.

0 U7 Banderh succesled ia all his enterprises. He seized tie retns of the OUN
Foae " © . ‘end beceme the acknowledged favorite of the Hitlerite auéhorities ) who, _prepar-
NS * ing for-'e war in the Ukraine; ‘weres sufficiently far-sighted %e take inté account

p ) “~
S the belp that Ba.nde-= conld render -then -there. i
- . %
< - It was not,Band.era s espmn.sge that was important to Hitler's gauleitars.
- e Théy needed him &s an agens,. vho would undermine the Ukrainian netional libera-

e s ’ - tion’ movement, ortas an obechent police dictator who could suppress the nation-
' alist movements among mitorities of Western Ukraire. -(Ee was of no use in the
central and eastern oblasts because he was completely unknown- ths;e.)

o - The Hitlerites msde pno mistake in their calculetions. Bandera played his
*” 'part to pscfection. And when ke had done his duty, he and some of his assistants
were dispatched tc a concertration camp. The Gestapo had 1ts own candidates for
' the posts of gauleiters and governors of the Uh'me. ;
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Banders sisyed 3t tne <2mp from summer 1941 uo fall 1k when he was freed
by the Germens ari sari v¢ spy for ihem dwring Their retreat from the Ukraire.
(One could tell a good 4221 about *hrs pericd of Bandera’s activities.)

Let us retura. hoeever, to the "Ukrsinian State,” fourded by Bandera on
20 June 194). Thz proclamatics of “he "state" ook place in an aumosphere of
. great solemnity, witp Hisisr-'s r:-i.v:e:-.:i:‘:uv'cs participasing. However. no solemn
‘speeches could h'ie <he shameful Tart, which will remain a black spot on the
history of the Ukraiaian movament, thet tke f£irst act of the "Siate Government"
headed by Sveis'kc was an exprsssion of deepesti gratiZiude te Hi%ler. Bven the
Pordegj.an Quisiicg, vhoas raxe has bacome a synoaym for traitor, did not go so

far.

Since the support °f the JUW 2iome, or, rather, of these groups in the OUN
which followed Bendsra was zo% swifisient T0O ipvest the government of the
"Ukrainian State" viih the o ary aythority, the Bandera falsifisrs resorted
to.the fabricatica o2 “wo fsise doruments. One of these vas produced through the
convocation ia Krakow, cn ihe eva of the war, of e special conference of prominent
Ukrainian leader:s. ané was gLvsn The grandiloguens title of "The Consolidation of -
All Ukrafnian Poii%ical Tender<ies a3d Zommon Action £Oor the Resurraction of the
Ukrainian State.” Wiik suck a plaifcrm, it is no worder that the Banderists were
able ic obtair the pecessarv sigpatures, end the adopied deciaration was pre-
sented to tha pation as an acknowladgment by all political parties of the r!.ght
of the Banders group Lo divect Hie governmens of the future state,

The second fal-‘ seed documens wes obtained from the generally respected
Metropolitar VShep*itss_y. B2 was sheve Tae dsclaracion and persiaded to |
{ssué. an apreal to the paoplie callisg for support of the "generally recognlzéd
authorities.” (Later, the Ms=ropolitar becam: corvicced that he had been .
deceived and retracved his appeali.) )

" What waas the Basderist "resurreced Maine” like at the time? It is ha.rd
to find an adequate defintiicn for The "moagrel stata" created YDy Bandera 2nd b
Stets'ko under tie scoeorous nams of The Ylorzinian Siafe, IZ one were to Judge h
this brain child of Pacders zven by tofalvfarian siapdards, one would find. that
the elements of law and legalivy. whicr are present even iz totalitarian sktates,
vere:-absent there. Howsver dad apd cruzi thase lewe are, they sbtill contain -
some elemeris of v-‘lgt‘ end ordsr. There was nothing of the kind in the "king-
dom" of Steis'ko emd I?a.awa. E;oody chsos. utter lawlessness; and the wildest
and most yicibus excasses iz ine Treatment of the Ukrainian population and the
national minorities grr-vn--i. or:dled terrcrism was used to force dissenters
to submit ©0 the "lsadsrs.” Tacusands of pecple were killed without trial,
‘vithour. investigaticn, and often, vwithour any apparenS cause.

. L During the -first days of Bandera's ruie, terror was dirvected primerily

against the organization heeded by A. Mel'rnik, The greater part of the leaders

‘of. this organizatior were killed, cpenly or Secretly. The brothers Prishlyak

and mény others were bruga.hy mrd-red in Pedgaytsy; the shove-named Senik a.mi
Stsiborskiy, in Zhitomir.’ The ess&sSsin,was StepadtXoziy of Lyubackev; a g
Ukrainian Communist, ard et the same wime one of the leaders-of Bandsra's ca:nba“
detachments. Then came the turn of all Bardera's opponenis e_moag the Ukrainian
people in general. Finally, ifs navional minorities in the Western Ukreine, the

. Poles .and the J?a ware sn‘bjacted %o bloody persecutiop. It is difficult to .
estimate how mact Poles were Eilled; bu% some data has been’ preserved concerning .«

the number ot »Je\ﬁ who perished, Over 10,00C Jews were destroyed in a single
“operation"“at the border of the Carpathian Ukraine. The Hungarian gendarmes

drove these Jews out from the area which had - beea occupied by Hungary with

Bitler's consent. At %the vorder, t'ney were received by “"speclal" elements of

the Bandera militis, which drove Them o unknown parts, ..astroying all of them

en route. Altogether, during the 5 weeks of its existence. the Bendera "stete"

destroyed over 3,00C Ukcaiatass, 15,000 Jews, and several ’housand Poles.
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* The “Ukrainien State" of Stepan Bandera ended its short but ignominious
existence in Angust 1941, when it was anuounced in L'vov that Western Ukraine

«
had been incorporated as the "District of Galicia" in the*"General Governorship"
And then a "new order." Hitler style, began to be introduced

) (occupied Poland}.
. ‘ in the U vaine.

This 13, in short, ths story of Bandera's "one-day holiday,” which his £ol-
lowers, relying on people’s forge*fulness, nov try to present as a glorious and

heroic page in the history of the Ukrainian liberation movement.
would be best, especially for the supporters of a free Ukraine, to erase from
the history ot their mmnt this infamous Hitlerite, rascut episode, which X

brought nothing but shame ahd sorrow to the Ukraine,

~END ~
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